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CHAPTER ONE

THE NAME AND THE ANIMAL OF SETH

1. THE NAME OF 5ETH

Many different forms of the name of Seth oceur in the Egyptian
texts.!) In the texts of the pyramids, except in the Unas pyramid,
it iz written: £%.%) In the Unas pyramid the name is written only
with the so-called Seth-animal, lying down

Afterwards also, the name may be written with the Seth-animal
-alone, lying down or seated or with a seated god with the head of
the Seth-animal.¥) These signs may be supplemented or replaced
as in the Pyramid texts by one-letier signs, not always the same
ones. The first letter is usually £, less often 5. Whenever the { or s
is written, the ¢ is written alzo. Other signa show more variation.
Dften combined with one of the usnal determinatives of pods or one
of the different forms of the Seth-animal as a more special deter-
minative the various spellings are as follows: &¥; s#; &h- sth;
$(w)ih; sih; S{w)ily) ; sély); 4.5

In the course of the history of Egyptian language and script,
&, h and h sometimes prove interchangeable.®) In group-writing Sw
stands for £ and {y for £.%) Therefore it seems certain that these are
all various spellings of the same name. There is no convincing
reason bo translate §f and {[w)fy) with “it" and "he".%) Since the

BT R ER NI T =S P
E4%eleoth =M=

1) A survey of the varioas ways of wiltisg the name S:th in Beroglyphs, smploving the
cex ] neateriad gathersd for the Berlin dictlonacy was given by &, Rorder, Do Noawe undd
dag Fier des Gatfes Sef, ZAS so (1o12), o 84-86. Sea alus CT V, fra

a) G. Lefebvre, 5, Saameron, Gramaadee de Pigypdien classique, Le Caime; 1953 § 400
An Egyptien word meuning “sallva™ may be written s wiif, nkb or ob (WEB 1L, 542, 304,
g1l See further: |. Vergote, Plondligue Siverigus de I' E;_'rﬂum. Lauwaing 145, p. & 510G,

7} A H. Gandiner, Eppidien Graseuar, London, 1057%, po 482 A. Erman, Nendgypiisckes
Grammatik, Leipeig, tpis% §ap. For practioal ressons the transoription f{w) and diy) i=
kN taan .

&) So P E. Mewbarry, The culf-amimal of 521, Kdo. Beltrige zur albem Geschichis 12




z THE MAME AND THE AMIMAL OF 2ETH

writing st(y) also appears 1), |1)¢(y] seems indeed to be group-writing
and not to be derived from the name of the locality fw.9

The suggested distinction between an Egyptian god Seth and a
non-Egyptian god Sutekh, supposed to have been absorbed into
Seth,?) has now been abandoned.) The group-writings 5 #w)(y|
¢(w)ih are interesting. Although not only loan-words but alse
real Egyptian words were written in group-writing,”) it was yet
mainly foreign words and names that were so written. As in jcono-
graphy the exotic character of Seth sometimes was brought out,’}
s0 the inclination may also have existed to accentuate it in the
script of his name, Since the MLE. the script f{w)#{y) comes into use
beside the traditional form $#, and since the 1gth dynasty also the
script §{m)th.")

It may be concluded from the writing $(w)ély) beside 4f and
£[w)ip that the final comsonant had become weakened. This may
have been so especially in Upper Egypt: in Coptic, Bohairic
retains the = while Upper-Egyptian Sahidic reduces the original
£or b to 9.5

According to the Berlin dictionary'®) the Babylonian rendering
of the name was $ufah. In cuneiform writing s and § may interchange
and the Egyptian personal name ${w)f(y) was pronounced as
Suta, ) The vowel & may have evolved from 1.'%} It is not known
however when the i passed into &, The Greek renderings of Egyptian
roval names from the 1gth dynasty composed with the name Seth
do not show the . Just as the way of writing is not uniform but has

1) &F ¥V, avra.

2 5o ¥, Lovet, Le dicw Saib of fe rod Séthdirs, PSOA 28 (rgot), p. 128, and P, Bonled,
Las conclrmcléans of [ ombeaw d'Csardon T8 d Tanes, Paris, 1o4F, poo@o,

31 H, P, Fkik, I sedde wolksoerkalen son papyras Horrin o0 wra, Leiden, roas, po 4%

41 1. Bonned, Neallesikon de dgyprischen Heligionageschichly, Terlin 152, po 705

41 A, HL Gardioer, BG, p. 507 and § do; A Schardl, Dée A nsbreiiong des Uairnskites o dvr
Frikietl sad odbrornd dog AMen RBeichee, SRA W, Philezchist. B, Thrg, toeefieds 4, po 44
oL IO

&) W. A, Ward, Netes on Egpjpfios prowpwriling, JNES 18 (rosfh po 208 596

b Cf Chapter V,

&} Cf. the articlk: by G, Bosder mentboned in the first nele of this chapter.

gl B, Gumn and A. FL Gandiner, New renderismg of Egpplian texfe. 3 The expuliiom of dhs
Hykros, JEA 3 [5g88), 7. 44 0. &

rod WWH IV, 244,

t1) B Edel, Mewe bBrilsckri/Wicks Uisecarectangen dgwgdiackar Wamen 2us den BodeebGylex-
ed, JWES 7 (1048), p 1g5aq.

e} W, F, Albeighi, The tacalisefioe of the Epypdian svllabic wibopraghy, Kew Haves,
ta34, § #o; B, B Stricker, Trois dmder de proadtigue of de marplslogie coptee, Adelhe 03 (19370
P omezog §o Vergobe, Qi ee s fa vocalisafion de Péfyprien ?, BIFAD g8 {rasg), B 139,




THE HAME 3

variants, the pronunciation will also have been different according
to time and place. The harder Lower-Egyptian pronunciation may
have been Siitekh evolved to SEtekh; the Upper-Egyptian pronun-
ciation may have been S0t, evolved to 58, The h in the modern
rendering of the name Seth might be reminiscent of the Coptic
o. It seems practical to maintain in this book the long estab-
lished rendering that follows the Greek: Seth,

2. THE MEANING OF THE NAME SETH

The explanations of the name given in the gth century under
the influence of the famous theory that rcligion and belief in
gods arose from language-and a disease of language are now out-
dated ; indeed they wers never valid since at that time the letter §
was still read as a determinative.®) Y The meaning of the name
Seth is uncertain by modern etymological standards.®) For the
historian of religion, however, pseudo-etymological explanations
of the believers themselves are certainly no less valoable than the
etymological derivation. They may have infloenced the religious
conceptions, and may represent them.

Apparently the explanation given by Plutarch i1 not his own
invention, but goes back to Egyptian fradition. He writes®):
“"And the name 'Seth’ by which they call Typhon denotes this: it
means “the overmastering” and ‘overpowering’ and it means in
very many instances ‘turning back’ and again ‘overpassing’.”
According to Kees¥ this pseudo-etymology derives from late
Egyptian interpretations and goes back to an Egyptian word that
means “verwirren, zgerstlickeln.” He seems to be referring parti-
cularly to Plutarch's first sense of “owvermastering” and “'owver-

d} T3 was confused with 5,

1] E. Bleyer, Sai-Typhon, Leipeig, 1873, po [ 5993 He Brugach, Refigfon ard M ytbetapiv
der @lem A egyider, Ledpog, 1582-t88H, p. 202 w90,

21 G. Rosder in: Roecher's Ausfidrtiches Lesikos, vol. 1V, col. 727, H. Kees in: PW I,
ool 1807 A Scharl], e, Poode B oo,

2] Plutarch, D Falde o siride o, goz ol F O Babbil, Ploderck's Marali B, Lol Clagedcal
Library, Lomdon, 1657, (. 130 &),

4} H, Hees m: FN 0L col. o853,




o4 THE HAME AWND THE ANIMAL OQF SETH

powering” and the Egyptian words #hth %) 1) or (25 ¢) #) or 53 %)
and 5 ) *). Thus Kees suggests that the Egyptian etymologists
reduced the name 585 or Sif to a verb preceded by an 4. The §
prefized to a verb usually has a causative value, but sometimes it
may confer the force of a declaration or an estimation.f)

There are two instances of punning with the name of Seth that
I know of, and there may be more. These show that the Egyptians
themselves were acquainted with this pseudo-etymology, and
applied it. The first is of a late period and comes from Denderah:
*'T have cut 43§ (meaning Seth, as is evident from the determinative)
into pieces (titf.m.{ £3§)."1)% The sccond is older and comes from
the Coffin texts: “I have cut the gang of Seth into pieces (ff.m.4
s 3wt 5¢5)." ¥) 9 In the Coffin text Seth is not written with alpha-
betic signs but with the ideogram of the Seth-animal, just as in the
example from Denderah the spelling of Seth's name avoids the
traditional letters In which one would recognise the verb congerned.
Apparently there was a reluctance to #scribe the ominous force of
this word to Seth. His essential being is unriddled, but on no account
must he be paid homage as " Zerstickeler” and so on, The play of
words, or rather of letters, is purposely broken up. We cannot
enter into a further discussion here of the interesting subject of
play upon letters and words,”) The Egyptians will not have pansed
to consider the truth of this etymology according to our Western
standards. The etymology had to be theologically tenable and tre.
The unriddling of the name muost also variddle the essence. The

[ e [ L] ] =t £

@Eu o [ i | L..ﬂ' ﬁmummﬂymlm::_ju
v S S ~-Pihimsy 0 3RT4
:&Jﬁ? gﬁf—ﬂ

1 e '|'. 3:3, B =g

=) WH WV, 330, 5599

3) WB Y, 324, 17 209

& Ol I, H. Sicicker, Ik ljkpapyrus s Semsae, GMR0 N 23 Dol B 44 B L
51 A, Marigtee, Denderah, deseriptivem péndrale du grand Lemple, Park, 1873, 1V, pl. 3o
& CT W1, 280,

gl D this aabject, ol 5, Mosenz, I¥onlspiele @i Apyplan. In: Feeeehrifi Joksunes Sk,

suas XX P, Nowsber MOMWEV I, Leipoig, 1955 - 3832,



THE MEANING OF THE NAME 5

Egvptian theologian will have acknowledged the etymology of the
name Seth as instigator of confusion, oppressor or " Zerstfickeler”
as true, becanse this explanation agreed with the mythical function
of Seth.

Owiris, Seth's victim, is sometimes called #8457, Allen trans-
lates: “the dismembered one'.Y) One may sappose there is some
connection between the motive of the “Zerstiickelung" in the myth
of Osiris and the pseudo-etymology of the name Seth, but it is
hard to say which arcse from which. Generally speaking, it may
be said that punning has fostered the formation and elaboration
of myths in Egypt (see the article of Morenz referred to above).
G. Daressy subscribes to the views of the Egyptian peeudo-etymo-
logists, and declares that £¥ s an apposition: “ce serait “celui qui
a fait la division, le morcellement” d'Osiris."”" ¥ We shall see below
that Egyptian representations show there was a close relation
between the Seth-animal and the griffin. The name of a griffin with
an animal body, wings and a falcon’s head, is ##f ¥). Leibovitch has
translated this name as: “celoi qui déchire, qui met en pidces.™ )

Dur quotation from Plotarch shows that at least two pseudo-
etymobogles were current, for he also gives “turning back” and
“overpassng,”” The letters tf do indeed offer more than one possi-
bility. T3% or tf is also “frontier.” Although Seth will appear further
on s lord of foreign countries and frontier god, 1 do not know of any
Egyptian speculations that could directly support what Flutarch
calls “overpassing.”’ There is a verb“#"' 1) that means "todesert”, or
gomething similar, that is: “turning back.” Hayes has carefully
examined the meanings of this verb: "In the numerous contexts
in which it scours #4 nearly always means "to desert,” “to aban-
don,”" "to e missing”™ when duty, lovally or some other cbligation,
demands one's presence.’’ %) This seems to be what the writers of
Cofiin texts founded their speculations on. The name Seth is often
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replaced in the Coffin texts by the % sign,'} which can be trans-
lated as “toseparate." By writing Seth with the % sign, one could

avoid confirming Seth in writing as the instigator of confusion,
the ""Zerstiickeler’” and so on, and it was also unnecezsary to draw
the mysterious Seth-animal, which the scribes of the Pyramid texts

already avolded, except in the pyramid of Unas. This % sign
merely characterised him as the one apart, the cause of separation,
the deserter. When this writing with the (L sign fell into disuse,

the Egyptians still had the word # to characterise Seth: “"He
who is pleased with desertion (#) and hates friendship.” ¥

These pseudo-etymologies are not confined to the writing 52,
but could also be applied to #{wjih. Beside (4 %) there is Hih9
and beside Hfw (Aunsgewanderte) there is wihe (Fliichtlinge).5)

From M. A. Murray we learn of 2 noless interesting pseudo-etymo-
logy than those transmitted by Plutarch, but one that is entirely
bound up with 4. She writes:® "As the name begins with 5, one is
inclined to suspect a causative as in the name of the crocodile
god Se-bek, ‘He who causes to be pregnant’. Se-tekh would then
mean ‘to intoxicate, to canse to be drunken’, and would impiy a
cult of the same type as that of Bacchus, where drunkenness was
regarded as poszession by the god,” She is clearly thinking of the
verb #h ¥} (to be drunk), Her explanation is obviously only accept-
able as a possible rendering of Egyptian priestly speculation, and
not as a modern scientific etymology.

According to a papyrus in Leiden,”) a sick person may be cured
by giving him a great deal of beer to drink, for then the demons
who are tormenting the patient become fuddled. Seth is represented
as the intoxicating power of the heer:

[
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THE MEANING OF THE MAME i

“5eth will be Fresirainatde, when he wiskes 1o cangoer the beart in tids his mame of

tiear [Anki].
He confuses the heart to comdser $ke heart of the enemy, the evildoer, the male and

female dead person

Although here again the author has not written down the pun, in
this case sth—ih, he may well have had it in mind. It is significant,
that Seth’s name is given as “beer.”

As to the bacchanalia assumied by Murray, we can ondy say that
according to Yoyotte 1) Seth and Hathor, the well-known goddess
of drunkenness and love, were totelar god and goddess of wine.
There is no means of showing, however, that the Egyptian who
left ns a stela on which Seth and Hathor are depicted together,¥)
was a participant in such Egyptian bacchanalia. A wine-offering
is sometimes made to Seth %) and wine from the Kharga oazis is a
gift of Seth.%} According to the dream papyros, a craving for drink
is characteristic of the Sethian fype. Of such a man it 15 said:
“If he drinks beer, he drinks [it 20 as to engender strife (#) and]
turmedl," ®

To sum up, the Egyptians seem to have attached the following
three meanings to the name of Seth: instigator of confusion,
deserter, drunkard. As remarked above, the {§ prefixed to a verh
has a wider meaning than the cauzative, It iz net impossible,
that fo the mind of Egvptian intellectuals the striking character- -~
istic of Seth given by J. Sainte Fare Garnot %) was in part already
contained in his name, and so touched his essence: “'Grand amateur
de femmes, bien quo'il ait en mime temps des moeurs mavonables,
toujours prét & Ia bagarre et point ennemi du chantapge, il apparait
comme la personnification de la violence et de la manvaise fol."

3- THE EARLIEST KNOWN REFRESENTATIONS
OF THE SETH-ANIMAL

It is assumed that an ivory animal figure, found at Mahasna,
is the earliest representation of the Seth-animal we know up to the

t) Kmawrr Lexidon der dgypiischon Kadlor wvom G, DPesfner in FTusammenarheit mit
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present, although it has not got a tail.’) The excavators write:
“The small ivory animal figure...was no doubt the omament

0

B. Ivory from El Mahasna [Wagada 1)

. Comb From EI Mahaans [(Maegeda 1)

Fig. 1.

on a comb or some similar object, Tt is of interest, since it appears
to be the earliest instance of that strange beast sacred to the god
Set of which so muoch has been written without satisfactorily
determining whether it was dog, donkey or nkapi. Here its huge
ears and long face and nose seem to suggest an asinine origin.”’ %)
Elsewhere in their report they refer to this find as “the small ivory
donkey." 3 A comb from another grave of the same cemetery might
also be ormamented with such a Seth-animal, although head and
tail are lacking.') As the head of this latter figure seems to be
broken off, its representing a Seth-amimal becomes very donbtful,
Another ivory comb, which has some resemblance to these two and
also belongs to Nagada I, but was not found at Mahasna but in

1] E, |. Maonsgartel, The cilturer of prabishedds Epytd [, London, 1955 p. 34-

g) H, B, Ayrton sl W, L, 5 Loat, The Predynpstss Cemgery of B Makaime, London,
BgEd, p. 2F; ol pl. NIT fia. 2

3] E. K. Ayrton and W Lo & Loat, e, po 3o

4] E, K, Avries and W, L. 5, Losl, a0, oged o, XVIT o 2 1, | Baamgasiel, o6, p. 54
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Nagada itself, is ornamented with a homed antelope.!) An animal
depicted on a pot in Berlin %) that came from a cemetery at Chozam,
was explained by Scharff as “zweifellos das Sethtier und zwar in der
deutlichen Gestalt eines Esels.” ¥ When he afterwards realised
that the animal in question has not got a raised tail like the Seth-
animal, he abandoned this view and described the animal as an
ordinary donkey.® Finally, he again came to regard it as “wahr-

Fig. 2. Animal on a pob fousd &t El-Chozam (Hagada 1)

scheinlich” a Seth-animal.®) These finds are reckoned as belonging
to Nagada 1. It is not the place here for a further discussion of the
eomplicated problems of prehistoric and predynastic Egypt and its
chronology: Badarian, Amratian (Nagada 1), Gerzean (Nagada II)
and late Gerzean.®) Radiocarbon dating has given the absolute date
of 3760 B.C. for the beginning of Nagada I, with a possible variation
of 300 years.”)

Baumgartel remarks that the data given above "jorm the only
evidence offered in favour of the opinion that Seth was already
worshipped during Nakada I, This may have been so, but further

1} B, Asselberghs, Chets en Oekerrsing. Dosumenten wit Aeneolithisch Egypte, Leklen,
vgin, Pl X LYTL He 7a
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evidence is needed to make it certain.”' 1) Griffiths* mentions some
amimal figures with raised tails and ears, but admits that they
have little resemblance to the Seth-animal, and he takes no further
account of them in his arpumentation. Baomgartel stresses, that
no “definite opinion’™ is possible regarding Seth-worship in Nagada
I, owing to lack of material?) She concludes from what is depicted
that the religion of Nagada I muoszt have consisted in the cult of
animals, trees and an anthropomorphous fertility goddess.d) After
such restraint, her final conclusion is surprising: “Seth may have
been their chief god.” % This conclusion seems to have been further-
ed by non-archaeological data. In the later Egyptian tradition
Seth is often called lord of Ombos®) and in Ombos or Nagada very
many graves have been found of predynastic times. The sup-
position that Seth was already the local god of Ombos in pre-
dynastic times, is tempting. It must be observed, however, that
&0 far no Seth-animals of Magada T or TT have been found in Cmbos,
let alone any predynastic temple of Seth.?) Those animal figures
which may repregzent the Seth-animal and may have something to do
with the god Seth, and which date from Nagada I, were found
outside Ombos. From Nagada Il nothing is known referring to
Seth, neither in Ombos nor elsewhere®) Griffiths 1s of opinion,?)
in contrast with Baumgartel ") that falcons are already depicted
in Nagada I, as they are in Nagada IT.

It iz interesting to see what a fascinating hypothesis the archaso-
logist Emery has built up from this scanty material of Seth-animals
or asses. Ihe original inbabitants of Egvpt whoe lived areund
Ombos, where so many graves have been found, would have
venerated Seth as ther principal god. Later they would have heen
gubjocted by the dynastic ruce, who worshipped Homus, A certain
synthesiz between the two races and their religions would have
boen the result, In this context he makes an interesting remark

1] B, . Baumgerted, o, 1, po 3.

a) 1. G Grifditees, The comfTie of Forms and Selb, Liverpool, tgbc, po 218,
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of far-reaching sipnificance for the understanding of the figure
of Seth in the lengthy history of Egyptian religion: "But Seth
was not assimilated and throughout Egyptian history he remains
a deity apart ... obvionsly on prounds of political expediency,
Seth was considered to be the personification of evil: so much so |
that in Classical times he was identified with Typhon.™ 1} -

Zandee subscribes to this theory, which not only presupposes
“a definite opinion’’ regarding the religion of Nagada I, but also
affords an explanation of the positive and negative aspects
of Seth in the history of Egvptian religion and his final identifi-
cation with the avil Typhon. He summarises: “Es steht einem
rechiten Verstindniz des Seth im Wege, dass er schon friih zum
Feind des Osiris und des Horus geworden ist, Deswegen ist er
vorziiglich in seinen negativen Aspekten bekannt . . . Wahrechein-
lich war Seth der Gott der einheimischen Beviilkerung vom Ober-
Agypten, angesiedelt um Ombos herum, der Stadt des Seth und
spiter bekimpft von den HorusstSmmen ..." He then takes the
step to the "definite opinion": “Damals war Seth der wohltuende
Gott eines grossen Teils der Bewohner des Miltales," %)

W. B. Kristensen once remarked, that the supposition that the
origin of & phenomenon is simpler and more easily understood
than that which proceeds from it, is untenable. Every origin is
in itsalf already a complex phenomenon, sometimes of an even more
mysterions mature than that which it is supposed to explain.d)
Griffiths comes to the conclusion: "I is suggested that Seth was
the god of the Nakada I people. But all one can be confident of
is that his animal is once represented there.” 4) Even if one might
assume that none of these animal figures is an ordinary donkey,
but that all three are sacred animals of Sath, lack of hend and tails
being of no account, and even if other new material might be hoped
for, it would yet seem hardly justified to pronounce upon the size
of a supposed “community of Seth” and upon the character of the
god. Why should Seth and his earliest animals then have been
simply “wohltuend” and not alse malignant already? To the
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